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Re-visit



The apostrophe is a small punctuation mark that sits above a letter 
in a word. There are two important uses for the apostrophe:

1. To indicate belonging (the possessive) 

Examples: These are the student’s books.  

Maria’s assignments were overdue and she was really worried.

2. To indicate that something has been left out of a word or number.

Words like don’t, what’s, it’s are known as contractions. 

Please note that contractions are not used in academic writing!

I don’t catch the bus to school. Don’t = do not

The last time I caught the bus was back in ‘99. ‘99 = 1999



Apostrophe denoting possessive: whose?

Here the apostrophe shows who owns something.

Ask yourself whether it is a plural or singular noun and use the apostrophe appropriately:

Use ’s if there is only one (singular). The student’s questions – there was one 
student asking questions

Use s’ if there are more than one 
(plural).

The students’ questions – there were several 
students asking questions 

Use ’s after irregular plural nouns Children’s questions – there were several 
children asking questions



It’s or its?

1. It’s is always a contraction, like don’t or isn’t.

2. Its = a possessive pronoun like yours, his, hers, theirs or ours.

Example: The school and its furniture look new.

It’s a lovely day. It’s = it is

It’s got four legs. It’s = it has



Quick tips



Quick tips

Apostrophes are used in 
contractions (is not = isn’t). 

Full forms (not contractions) 
are usually used in formal 

academic writing.

Check if apostrophes are 
used appropriately with 

singular and plural nouns to 
show possession (Tom’s 

chair or all students’ 
assignments).

It’s means “it is” or “it has”.  
“Its” is a possessive 

pronoun (like “hers” or 
“yours”).



Learn more 



Useful links on the 
apostrophe

Using English for Academic 
Purposes - Punctuation

EF English First - Apostrophe

English Club - Apostrophe

University of Sussex – Apostrophe

Face-to-face support
Who can help with English 
at Monash?

English Connect –
conversational circles, 
peer feedback on your 
writing and grammar 
workshops

http://www.uefap.com/writing/writfram.htm
http://www.edufind.com/english-grammar/apostrophe/
https://www.englishclub.com/writing/punctuation-apostrophe.htm
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/informatics/punctuation/apostrophe
http://www.monash.edu/english-connect/our-english-programs
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